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man for Great Britain, must go the main credit for
Europe's safe survival of the dispute between Hungary
and Jugoslavia and for the international policing of
the Saar.
Before Simon had been removed to the Home Ofnce
in 1935 by the belated dissatisfaction of the Conserva-
tive Party the storm was already brewing above
Ethiopia. Eden seemed to be tying down Mussolini
and Aloisi to a number of pacific declarations. But
the Italian undertakings were lies. The Italian attack
began and Eden became identified with Hoare's
sanctions policy. An election was fought on high moral
principles. Early in December Laval twisted the
luckless Hoare into agreement with proposals which
seemed a negation of those principles. Immediately
Eden saw how detestably impossible the situation
was. He was frantic with disgust. Mr. Baldwin's
"sealed lips" did not avail to prevent his swallowing
Hoare's resignation. In January 19365 at the age of
thirty-eight, Eden, the "Minister for League of
Nations Affairs/5 had become Foreign Secretary. I
cannot tell whether Eden's main interest is his own
career. But I am quite sure that he did not deliber-
ately seek this particular bound forward. There
seemed to be no one else for Baldwin to promote.
He was fortunate in his chief but profoundly unlucky
in the course of events. Baldwin was so trusting, and
so thankful for an excuse not to interfere, that he left
his "blue-eyed boy" comparatively alone. But Hitler
chose this moment to administer one of those shocks
which Europe has now grown used to expecting from
him. He occupied the Rhineland with his military
forces. This act was a breach of Locarno. According
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